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ANNOUNCING 

NEW DONORS 

THIS MONTH 
 

Xytex 

4983 - Caucasian 

5393 - Caucasian 

5398 - Caucasian 
 

Fairfax 

4401 - Caucasian 

4314 - Caucasian 

4330 - Caucasian 

4752 - Caucasian 

4763 - Latino 
 

Seattle  

Anakin - Caucasian 

Fenner - Caucasian 

Charlie - Caucasian 

Denver - Caucasian 

Rodney - Caucasian 
 

Check out our  

Website! 

THOUGHT OF THE 

MONTH 

 

And now we welcome the 

new year. Full of things 

that have never been. 

 

Rainer Maria Rilke  

 

Hodgkin's Lymphoma Survivor And 

Wife Conceive Child Using IVF And 

The World's Oldest Human Sperm 

An Australian baby was born using 23-

year-old sperm, setting a Guinness 

World Record  

It’s not every day that someone sets a Guinness 

World Record, especially when they’re only 6 

months old. But that’s what happened when baby 

Xavier Powell was born using the world’s oldest 

human sperm. 

Baby Xavier’s story starts when his dad, Australi-

an Alex Powell, was 15 years old. He was diag-

nosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma, a cancer of the 

lymphatic system in which cells grow abnormally 

and hinder a person’s ability to fight off infections, 

The Inquisitr reported. Though it’s not entirely 

clear what causes the disease, chemotherapy, ra-

diation, or stem cell treatment have been found 

to put it into remission. So when doctors told 

Powell he’d be undergoing chemotherapy to fight 

the disease, his mother, who’d had a conversation 

with a stranger about storing sperm that same 

day, suggested he do the same. 

One of the side effects of chemotherapy is infer-

tility. While not every man who undergoes chem-

otherapy will be made infertile, it can affect how 

much sperm a man produces and the sperm’s 

ability to fertilize an egg. Though he may not have 

known it at the time, his frozen sperm would 

eventually become very useful. 

That’s because in 2013, when Powell and his wife 

Vi decided to have a baby, they found that, alt-

hough the Hodgkin’s lymphoma was gone, Powell 

was indeed infertile. The couple decided to try in-

vitro fertilization (IVF), “a complex series of pro-

cedures used to treat fertility or genetic problems 

and assist with the conception of a child,” accord-

ing to the Mayo Clinic. Therefore, the only viable 

route they had to conceiving a biological baby was 

to use Powell’s 23-year-old sperm. 

This 23-year gap is what set the world record — 

Powell’s sperm is the oldest human sperm in the 

world. And despite skepticism, a year after they 

started IVF, they were successful. Xavier was 

born on June 17, 2015. “For me, it’s that sort of 

feeling in life you want to relive every moment if 

you can,” Alex told Australian news service 

9News, when asked about the birth of his healthy 

son. 

If cryogenically frozen properly sperm can theo-

retically be frozen indefinitely. For people who no 

longer need the sperm, it’s typically donated or 

used in research. After experiencing the hardships 

of using two-decades-old sperm, the Powells are 

ready for another child — so they will use IVF 

again. 

If you’re wondering, the previous record 

holder for baby born from the world’s old-

est sperm was surpassed by Xavier by only 

a year. 

http://www.medicaldaily.com/hodgkins-lymphoma-survivor-and-wife-conceive-

child-using-ivf-and-worlds-oldest-human-364986 
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